Due to the increasing impracticality of holding Smofcon 38 in Montreal as originally scheduled in
2020, SMOFCon 38 has been postponed until December 2-4, 2022. The only known bid for
SMOFCon 39, SMOFCon Europe, will host SMOFCon in Lisboa, Portugal on December 3-5,
2021. The two committees are in discussions for jointly organising a limited series of online-only
events on the weekend of December 4-6, 2020.
Conditions with the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic are such that CanSMOF (the parent
non-profit corporation of the Montreal SMOFCon 38 committee) concluded that holding an
in-person SMOFCon in December 2020 was unsafe. CanSMOF felt (and still feels) that the
in-person element of a SMOFCon is essential to the nature of the convention and the event
would be non-viable without it. Accordingly, they began to explore options for postponing the
convention.
The SMOFCon Europe committee was the only group to express interest in hosting the 2021
SMOFCon. They did say, however, that it would be impossible for them to postpone their
convention any later than 2021, due to many committee members being involved in the
Glasgow 2024 Worldcon bid. Under the circumstances, and after extensive discussions on the
SMOFCon email list, all parties reached a consensus that if Montreal could renegotiate its hotel
agreement to 2022, Lisboa could proceed with their plans for 2021.
The Montreal committee was able to reach an agreement with the Le Centre Sheraton Montreal
to postpone the event until December 2-4, 2022 at no additional facilities cost and with the same
hotel room rates previously agreed for the original 2020 dates. Membership rates for the
Montreal SMOFCon will remain frozen at the current level (CAD$80 / USD$60) until after the
Lisboa SMOFCon in 2021.
In July, the Montreal SMOFCon committee contacted the previously announced SMOFCon
bidders for 2022. Those bidders mutually agreed that if Montreal was able to postpone their
convention, that they would postpone their bids as well. After agreements were reached,
Montreal’s committee contacted the SMOFCon bids for 2022 and 2023 in early September to
advise them that “Operation Leapfrog” was a go. The Montreal committee thanks all future
SMOFCon bidders for their cooperation and understanding under the current worldwide
pandemic conditions.
The Lisboa SMOFCon in 2021 will conduct the site selection for the 2023 SMOFCon. The
Montreal SMOFCon in 2022 will not conduct a site selection for a future SMOFCon. Site
Selection will once again return to one year in advance rotation starting with the 2023
SMOFCon.
The committees of SMOFCon 38 (Montreal 2022) and SMOFCon 39 (Lisboa 2021) have
mutually agreed to jointly organise a limited online-only “mini-SMOFCon” event on the weekend
of December 4-6, 2020. Dubbed “SMOFCon 37 ¼,” the initial plan is to have online sessions to
allow current Worldcons, bids for future Worldcons, and bids for future SMOFCons to make their

presentations and answer questions. The joint SMOFCon 37 ¼ committee will announce further
details of their plans shortly, including contact details and participation information.
SMOFCon Europe will launch their convention, making rates, hotel rooms, their online
proposition and further information all available in time for SMOFCon 37 ¼.
If you have questions specifically about the Montreal or Lisboa SMOFCons, please direct them
to the individual committees through their websites:
SMOFCon 38 (Montreal 2022): http://cansmof.ca/index.php/smofcon
SMOFCon Europe (39) (Lisboa 2021): https://www.smofconeurope.com/

